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A, BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION:
1, SOURCE was borm on 31 Jan 1925 at Oelde, Ereis Beckum. He attended eight
(8) years elementary school, was carpenter by profession. SOURCE had a good know-
ledge of Russian both speaking and writing.
2. From Oct 47 to Jan 48 SOURCE was confined in a PW prison at EALININGRAD
Eﬁﬁ}leﬂﬁﬂE . From Jan 48 to Apr 48 he was in transit from KALININGRAD to UKHTA
55155/511{15 « From Apr 48 to Teb 49 SOURCE weas interned in the forced labor camp
LiG. 20 at UKHTA and had contact with eriminal]l and political prisomers. He worked
as a carpenter in the forced labor camp. During the period from Feb 49 to Oet 50
SOURDE was confined in various forced labor camps, located in the BRATSK (5604m/
101498) area, ineluding LAG. 016, LAG. 04, LAG. 07, LAG. 06, LAG. 05, and LAG. 018.
In all camps SOURCE had close contact with politiecal prisoners. Most of the time
SOURCE stayed sick in the camps and worked only temporarily on reconstr of the RR
line from TAYSHET (5556N/9800E) to BRATSK, In Jul and Aug 50 SOURCE temporarily
worked as & handyman on the constr of & RR bridge at BRATSE, From Oct 50 to Jan
51, SOURCE was hospitalized in PW camp # ? /2 at STALINGRAD (4842N/4430E). From
Jan 51 to May 51 SOURCE was intermed in PW camp # ? /1 at STALINGRAD and worked as
2 handyman on housing and road comstr. During the period from May 51 to Dec 53
SOURCE was interned in PW camp # 5110/45 at ASBEST (5701N/6130E). Most of the time -
SOURCE was hospitalized in the PW camp and temporarily he worked as & carpenter in
agbestos plants. During both last mentioned perieds, SOURCE had little contaet with
Bussian civilians.
a, SO0URCE was tried by the Soviet Court Martisl at EKALININGRAD on 20 Dee
1947. The board of judges consisted of five (5) MVD officers headed by & Major of
the MVD. The interrogation officer was lst Lt of the MVD, SAIZOFF. The trial was
conducted in a very arbitrary mamner and SOURCE was not permitted to nominate a
counsel for his defemse. SOURCE was sentenced to twemty-five (25) years forced
labor and confinement in a forced labor camp because he was a member of the T1Tth
Inf, Div., which was accused for having committed war orimes during World Wer II.
SOURCE stated that he actually belonged to this unit only for ome day prior to his
capture. The verdict was based on the UKAS (Law) 43 of the military pemal code,
SOURCE reported that there was no differentiation between prisoners sentenced for
war orimes and others sentenced for "grave crimes against peace and humanity" and
he presumed that both types of prisomers were being relessed.
3. SOURCE was very cooperative although he was in & very weak physical condi-
tion and suffered from a heart and a pulmonary disease. This interviewer believes
that SOURCE's answers to the questions regarding Soviet attitudes and popular react-
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ions te political actions were somewhat subjeetively influenced by & general pessi-
mistie attitude based on SOURCE's experiences in forced labor ocamps.
B, SOVIET ATTITUDES TOWARD GENERAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS

4. In SOURCE's opinion the major part of the common workers were opposed to
the Soviet regime. They believed the regime to be responsible for the poor living
conditions which as SOURCE stated were particularly grave in the ASBEST area.

5« BOURCE considered the party members, functionaries and the members of the
Soviet youth orgamization "Komsomolt" to be convinced and strong supporters of the
regime. SOURCE was frequently warmed by common workers against critiecizing the
Soviet Union and its leaders in conversations with these people because he then would]
have te count upen immediate denouncement.

6. Russian eivilians in STALINGRAD and ASBEST frequently expressed their dis-
satisfaction about poor quality of food, high prices, lack of consumer goeds and
poor housing conditions particularly in the ASBEST area., SOURCE stressed that work-
srs, employed at the asbestos plants at ASBEST spoke rather enviously of the "Small L
kapitalistic village" when they talked about the PW camp, because the housing con-
ﬁ ditions in the PV cemp were much better than those for civilian residents. The

verty of the common workers was so vast that they quite frequently requested food
from Pils.
C. EVENT G OF STALIN:

7« Common workers in the ASBEST asrea frequently criticized Stalin in conver-
sation with PWe but only when they felt unobserved, They blamed him for their poor |
lot and eften expressed a hatefull attitude by hurling imprecations against him.
SOURCE emphasized that years before Stalin's death, a great many of the common work-
ers based their hope for improvements only on his death. The workers felt betrayed
by Stalin, who, as they often stated, did not carry out any of his promises regard-
ing the improvement of the living conditions after Werld War IT.

8. SOURCE heard the news of Stalin's desth from & Russian eivilian driver,
who told him & joke on that occasien whieh was significant for the resction of nu-
merous people of the workers'gclass. This driver commented Stalin's death with
the words: PFormerly we had to say "Thanks Stalin" but now we are entitled to say
"Thanks God" again. SOURCE gained the impressiom that the mejor part of the common
workers felt relieved and were hopeful that their living conditions would improve.
In SOURCE's opinion this was true for at lesst seventy-five (75) per cent of the
population in the ASBEST area.

9« SOURCE heard from o Russian worker in ome of the asbestos plante at ASBEST
that all priseners who were entitled to be released amccording to the amnesty act
were actually released in Apr and May 53. The worker himself was relessed from an
unknown foreed labor camp. He told SOURCE that twelve (12) million erimimal pri-
soners were set free., No pelitieal prisoners reportedly were among the freed men
and women, The major part of the freed priscners were not permitted to return to
their original living places but were settled in so-called worker colonies which
repertedly were controlled by the MVD, SOURCE heard from fellow PWe that the hous-
ing faeilities of a former PV camp in the ASBEST area were used as quarters for an
unknown number of former criminsl prisoners. The reaction of the population was
very different. Some of the workers to whom SOURCE talked about this amnesty were
satisfied and believed that the regime accomplished the first step in the general
trend to do more justice to the Soviet people, while others feared that the released
prisoners would not find back to a normsl and lawful civilian 1ife but would commit
new crimes and thus disturd the populstiem. Shertly before SOURCE departed from
the ASHEST ares, he actually heard from Russian civilian workers, that numerous cri-
minals were re-arrested for having committed new orimes after their release from the
forced labor campa.

1 11, SOURCE believed that the price cut under the provisioms of the price re-
duction law was not sufficient to improve the existing food problem for the people
of the workers' class in the ASBEST area. SOURCE frequently heard from workers in
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the asbestos plants, drivers and general werkers, that their earnings were still too
low to buy the desired amounts of food with the reduced prices.

13. 411 Soviet citizens, ineluding workers, drivers and guerds, to whom SOURCE
telked about the June 17 revolt in Bast Berlin believed firmly that the revolt was
initiated by the Western Powers and "fascists elements", vho supported and paid the
rioters. This version of the revolt was broadeasted through the Soviet radio and
in Soviet and Sovzone newspapers, whichdlso were available in the PW camp. SOURCE |
never noticed any signs of sympathy for the workers of East (ermany among the eivi-
lian workers in the ASBEST erea. He heard from a Bussian civilian that the vecant
working places of PWs, who were repatriated about four (4) weeks after the June 17
revolt, were to be oceupled by rioters, arrested in East Berlin and other cities of
the Sovmone., None of the rioters arrived yet in the ASBEST area prier to SOURCE's
departure. SOURCE sdmitted that a great number of PWs felt very harrassed about the
June 17 revolt because the travel orders for & transpert of 300 or 400 FWs to be
repatriated were cancelled immediately after the ennouncement of the revolt. The
transport then departed for Cermany sbout four (4) weeks after the initial repatri- |
ation date,

14, GSOURCE never heard rumors explaining the reason for Beria's downfsll., In
converasations with a teacher SCURCE learnmed that Beria was sectually arrested four
(4) deys prior to the official announcement, No special security measures cocurred
in the ASBEST area after Beria's arrest., SOURCE heard from fellow PWs, who were
transferred from SVERDLOVEK (5650M/6036E) to ASBEST in Jul 53 or Aug 53, that sever-
2l high ranking MVD efficers of the SVERDLOVSK distriet were replaced by other HVD
officers several days after the announcement of Beria's srrest. The civilian popu-
lation seemed to be generally satisfied with Beria's downfall although some of the
workers expressed thelr feer that Beria's arrest would cause new power struggles
among the Soviet top leaders and definitely would weaken the position of the Soviet
Union in the world,

16, There was no evidence in the ASBEST area that the announcements of Malen-
kov and Khrushev regarding the improvement of agricultural production and food sup-
ply were carried out. No increased foed supplies wers sold in this area in state
stores and in the free merket prior to SOURCE's departure.

17. The common workers, driversand guards with whom SOURCE had contact, be-
lieved Malenkov to be the strongest man and the real power of the new regime. These
people presumed that the other top leaders ackmowledged Stalin's wish according to
which Malenkov was his direct successor. Malenkov also was given the most oredit
for the ameliorative measuree gerried out by the regime after Stalin's death.

18, It was S0URCE's impression that the Soviet citizens were happier under
the present regime than under 5%talin's, The common workers in particular were hope-
ful that their living conditions would gradually improve, although these pecple in
the underprivileged area of ASBEST did not expect eny mireeulous accomplishments of
the new regime.
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From Feb 49 to Oct 50, SOURCE was confined in seven (7) forced labor camps
in the BRATSK area, 411 immates of these camps were political priscners the major
part of whom were sentenced for espionage, desertion and conspirsey against the
Soviet Covernment, SOURCE repeatedly heard from fellow prisoners that several form-
er high ranking officers of the Red Apmy, seientists and other leading Soviet citi-
gens were among the politieal prisoners,personally he pever metthese individuals.

22, About forty (40) per cent of the average number of 800 inmates in the
forced labor camps in the BRATSK area were Latvians, Lithusnians, Estonianz and
Poles, The mejor pert of these prisoners served twenty-five {255 years terms for
espionage end conspiracy ageinst the Soviet Govermment. BSOURCE heard from these
people that Latvians, Lithuanians, Estonians and Poles were deported on & mass scale
after World War II and were settled in all parts of the Soviet Union. A great numb-
er of Baltic people, in partieular Lithuaniens and Latvians reportedly were confined
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as political prisoners in forced labor campa. SOURCE heard from Latvians that the
Estonians were mere collaborative with the Soviets than others.
B, CAMPS
23. 80 wes confined in the following forced labor nma:
Humber of Hatimlity r_w,rp- Tvpe of

0 son m
T 3,500-  90R 907 orimi- Lumbering, |
Feb 49 4,000 10% Baltic na- nals,10% Road constr
a tion.% Germans political
Peb 49- BHATSE 016 900 Russians A1 poli- Maintaining
May 49 Lithusnians  tiesl pri- of RR lime, |
Estonians soners Lumbering
Latvians
Japanese
Cermans
Miay 49- BRATSK o4 1,000~ Same Same This camp was
img 49 (18 km W) 1,200 e hospital for
all camps in
BRATSK area
Mg 49- 10-12 km W O7 800 Same Same Haintaining of
Oet 49 of BRATSK ER line and
Oet 49- BRATSK 06 500 Same Same
Dec 49
Dec 49- BRATSK 05 700 Same Same
m!: '..53*_&_ T BRATSK 018 1,000 Same Same ~ Bridge constr,
get 50 Meinteining of
RR 1line,
Lumbering, Saw
Eill

in unknown number of ferced laber camps were located at sbout five (5) km intervals
at the RR line from TAYSHET to BRATSK, SOURCE reported that the inmates of the va-
rious camps were transferred quite frequently from one camp to another. All inmates
of the camps were political prisomers, the major part of whom worked on maintaining
the ER line.

24. In the forced labor camp LAG 05, lecated at an unknown distence W of m*raxl
SOURCE met in Mar 50 one American prisoner. Name was unknown. He was about thirty-
five to forty (35-40) years of age, 170 om tall of very stout structure with dark
blonde hair and grey eyes. SOURCE once talked to this prisoner and learned that he
was sentenced to twenty-five (25) years of confinement in forced labor camps for es-
pionage. (UKAS 58/6). The American remsined in this camp when SOURDE was trensfer-
red in Mar 50,

25, SOURCE did net notice amy changes in the treatment of forced laborers after
1949, TFood rations were not incrensed after Stalin's death., The main ndﬂ.niatmti
of all forced labor camps in the BRATSK area was transferred from BRATSK to TAYSHET
in summer 1950. The responsible officer, in charge of all camps in this area was =
Major nf the m af unknown name, as SQOURCE heard from fellow Fiis.

0T T gr .

people whom SOURCE had eontact with in the ASBEST area obtained the infd
about the Im 17 revolt from Soviet radio broadeasts and through newspaper. Dur-
ing the entire period of his stay in the Seviet Union SCURCE never heard anything
about the VOA or other foreign radio broadcasts and he consequently presumed that
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these broadoasts could not be received in the areas where he siayed.
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